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colleges on a large scale. In consequence, this did not
occur until somewhat later than in the case of junior high
schools. In the first instance these institutions were
suggested as a means of enabling poorly endowed colleges
to concentrate their resources through eliminating their
junior and senior years and affiliating with a four-year
college or university. But a more prolific' junior college
movement came through the addition of two years to
the course of certain high schools, where the work could
largely be supported by local taxation and state aid.
Likewise many private academies and seminaries, es-
pecially those for girls, evolved into junior colleges by
adding two years of higher work. Junior college courses,
too, came to be maintained, especially in California, at
state expense in conjunction with normal schools or
teachers colleges. Finally, some original foundations of
junior colleges have also been made.
Junior colleges are intended to meet a variety of social
and economic demands. They may furnish a short
course for young people who seem too immature to leave
home or who lack the financial resources to go away, or
for students who wish to obtain sufficient preparation to
enter a professional school. The curriculum may confine
itself largely to the subjects usually given in the first two
years of a four-year college and depend for its continua-
tion upon some four-year college, or it may be terminal in
character and include a considerable range of vocational
subjects, with a view to guiding students in the choice of a
life work. In the latter case considerable emphasis is
placed upon a study of individuals, educational guidance,
and efficient teaching. By 1936 junior colleges had. been
established in most states of the Union and had come to
be more than five hundred in number.